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Arthur Hodgson was the first born of the Rev. Edward Hodgson's 
third marriage. Edward Hodgson's first wife had died after childbirth 
in 1809 and though the child survived it lived for eight months only. 
His second wife died in similar circumstances in 1813, but this time 
the child, Edward Franks, survived. His third wife, whom he married 
in 1815, was Charlotte Pemberton of Trumpington, Cambridge and 
in addition to Arthur she produced five other sons and three 
daughters. Arthur was born at Rickmansworth vicarage on 29 June 
1818 and was to enjoy a long and rewarding life although marred 
by tragedy in his final years.' 
Sent to Eton as an oppidan in 1828 he passed into college in 1830. 
At the age of 15 he entered the Royal Navy as a Volunteer first class 
and reported for duty on 21 March 1834. His first posting was to 
HMS Canopus which proceeded to the Mediterranean station for 
a three year tour of duty. On 1 February 1836 he was promoted to 
midshipman. Canopus returned to England in February 1837, was 
decommissioned and her crew paid off. Hodgson then left the Royal 
Navy to go up to Cambridge University.^ 
He was admitted as a pensioner at Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge on 11 May 1837. After matriculating at Michaelmas 1837 
Hodgson remained at Cambridge for four terms and then went down 
without graduating in 1838.^  
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It had been determined that he should go to Australia and seek 
his fortune as a squatter. He sailed in the ship Royal George from 
Spithead on 11 November 1838. Arriving at Table Bay on 20 January 
1839 he went with a fellow passenger, who knew them, to visit the 
family of Admiral Elliot, commanding, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
at Simonstown. The admiral was at sea in HMS Melville, but the 
visitors were entertained by Mrs. Elliot. The Elliot's son Gilbert was 
ADC to Sir George Gipps, Governor of New South Wales. No doubt 
Hodgson was given a letter of introduction to Gilbert. 
The Royal George arrived at Sydney on 10 March 1839." Hodgson 
did not linger long there and was soon in occupation of a run of 
30,400 acres on the Yarrowitch River in the New England district. 
On 22 March 1839 the Legislative Council of New South Wales 
passed an Act to restrain the unauthorised occupation of Crown 
Lands outside the settled districts and to provide the means for 
defraying the expense of a border police. This Act extended the ambit 
of an 1836 Act which introduced government licences as a curb on 
unlimited pastoral expansion. The 1839 Act divided Crown Land 
beyond the settled districts into nine districts. One of the nine was 
New England and the Commissioner appointed to administer the Act 
there was George J. Macdonald, with headquarters at a place which 
he named Armidale.' 
A first list of squatters who occupied lands in the New England 
District published in the New South Wales Government Gazette of 
19 February 1840 (p. 170) Usts Arthur Hodgson as the occupant of 
a run called Yarrowitch West although he called it Cashiobury. It 
continued to be called Yarrowitch West in the official lists after 
Hodgson had sold it to Todd and Fenwick who had also bought the 
adjoining run, Yarrowitch, from the brothers John and Francis 
AUman.* 
After he had sold Cashiobury, Hodgson was in a quandry as to 
where to go. He knew Patrick Leslie was making a reconnaisance 
of the Darling Downs discovered by Allan Cunningham in 1827. He 
was also aware of good country being available on the Clarence River. 
By this time Hodgson was in partnership with Gilbert EUiot who 
had resigned as ADC to Sir George Gipps. 
SETTLING AT ETON VALE 
On 19 July 1840 Patrick Leslie was returning from the Darling 
Downs where he had left his brother Walter with their men and 
livestock. On arrival at a station belonging to Cash of New England 
he learned that Hodgson and Elliot were encamped some three miles 
away. Leslie persuaded Hodgson to go to the DarUng Downs to fine 
country to the north of that which the Leslies had taken up. The 
Leslies had the Downs to themselves until September when Hodgson 
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and Elliot arrived and took up their run. Hodgson says that when 
they were nearing their destination they came on a blacks' camp from 
which the occupants fled at their approach. In the deserted camp 
they found in a gin's dilly bag a pocket knife-blade bearing the words, 
'Rogerson, Maker Eton'. As this was his alma mater Hodgson, with 
Elliot's consent, christened their run Etonvale. 
The original area of Etonvale was 105 square miles (67,200 acres). 
Hodgson and Elliot were foUowed by King and Sibley at CUfton, 
Frederick Isaac at Gowrie, and John CampbeU at Westbrook.^ 
Initially Hodgson and Elliot squatted on Hodgsons Creek at a spot 
they called Drummers Camp because the shepherd left in charge there 
had been a drummer in the British Army. Afterwards the head station 
was established twelve miles further up the creek. Having got their 
livestock on to the station they were faced with the problem of 
replenishing the stores for the station. The governor had agreed to 
their stores being sent to Moreton Bay by ship. However, the only 
known route over the Divide was by Cunningham's Gap, the fearsome 
inclines of which made it impossible to bring a loaded dray up from 
the coastal plain. The alternative was a 600 mile journey each way 
to Maitland and back. Moreton Bay lay less than 100 miles away but 
in 1840 the ban on approaching within 50 miles of what was stUl 
nominally a penal settlement appUed. Hodgson and EUiot went over 
Cunnincham's Gap to find out if their stores had arrived. Arrested 
by soldiers at Limestone (Ipswich) for not having a pass they were 
released by Superintendant George Thorne and allowed to go on to 
Brisbane Town after permission from the Commandant (Lieutenant 
Owen Gorman — 88th Regiment) had been received. Their stores 
had arrived with official permission for them to collect them and 
take them back up country. On their return to Etonvale over 
Cunningham's Gap it was decided EUiot would take the drays to 
Brisbane over that route and somehow get back again. 
With the approach of free settlement. Commandant Gorman was 
keen to improve access to the Darling Downs. He had a vehicle made, 
modelled on an Irish jaunting car, and drawn by a bullock. With 
two constables and Baker, a former runaway convict who had given 
himself up, he set out to conquer the Divide. Baker had lived with 
the natives in what is now the Lockyer Valley and knew the country 
to the foot of the Divide but had never crossed it. Gorman succeeded 
and found an accessible route to the top of the range not many miles 
from Drummers Camp on Etonvale. 
In November 1840 Elliot successfully brought the laden drays up 
over Germans Gap. In the same month Walter Leslie passed through 
Etonvale with the Toolburra drays on his way to Brisbane to collect 
stores, and returned in mid-December. Shearing began at Etonvale 
on 19 December 1840 and lasted a month. During this period rumours 
of a recession in Sydney reached the Downs. Hodgson, who had been 
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lo Sydney to take out the licence for Etonvale, returned with cattle 
in February 1841 and confirmed the reports of a very great depression 
in the business world of Sydney. 
The Depression was indeed descending upon the early squatters. 
During the 1830s there had been an incredible boom in land 
occupancy by the squatters despite the Acts of 1836 and 1839, 
designed to curb this unlimited pastoral expansion. The annual Ucence 
fee imposed was ^ 1 0 plus an assessment upon stock of one penny 
per head. Still the land boom kept on. Supporting the land boom 
were high wool prices, cheap labour and the readiness of the banks 
to put their deposits into circulation through injudiciously large loans 
on insufficient security. Another factor was the depositing by the 
government of large sums of money from the sale of crown lands 
which the banks then lent to finance further land purchases. The 
abundance of money available for speculation allowed wool prices 
(which had peaked in 1837) to fall almost unnoticed. 
The decision of Governor Gipps to call in the Crown loans to the 
banks amounting to^281,000 by the end of 1840, aUied with a 
further fall in the price of wool, and the loss of cheap labour with 
the end of transportation, caused a depression which reached its nadir 
at the end of 1843. Insolvencies, bank failures and owners walking 
off unsaleable properties cast a gloom over the colony from the 
Darling Downs to Port PhUlip. The Bank of AustraUa collapsed in 
early 1843. This Pure Merino concern, established in 1826 and noted 
for its aristocratic clientele, lost all its capital.^ 
Another staple export besides wool was badly needed. This need 
was filled by the introduction of the boiling-down process by which 
unsaleable sheep and cattle were converted into tallow. John 'Tinker' 
Campbell set up a boiling-down works at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane 
and it was to his vats that the livestock of the squatters of the Darling 
Downs and elsewhere were brought. Hodgson was to be seen hawking 
legs of mutton around Brisbane for one shilling each or for as little 
as sixpence says one source.' 
ESTABLISHING A FAMILY 
Despite the hard times, Hodgson embarked on matrimony. On 30 
March 1842 he married the 20 year old English born (8 June 1821) 
Eliza Dowling, second daughter of Sir James DowUng the chief 
justice of New South Wales. He brought her up to Etonvale from 
Sydney. Mrs. Patrick LesUe is reputedly the first white woman to come 
to a station on the Darling Downs, but Mrs. Hodgson was the first 
to reside there for any length of time — Mrs. Leslie left after barely 
a year. Between 1840 and 1842 Hodgson's style of residence changed 
from a tent to a slab hut roofed with bark, and finally to a shingled 
cottage to which he brought his bride. The first child of the marriage, 
Annie Frances, was born in January 1843.'° 
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In 1840 Hodgson had been joined in New South Wales by a younger 
brother, Christopher Pemberton Hodgson (1821-1865). AUhough 
Pemberton accompanied his brother and EUiot to the Darling Downs 
he received no share in Etonvale. Pemberton had some associations 
with H.S. RusseU who had been a school-mate at Harrow in England. 
He managed the Condamine run and it was from there he started 
off as a member of Leichhardt's Port Essington expedition. However, 
he returned with the negro Caleb as a result of a faUing out with 
the doctor. Pemberton Hodgson returned to England in 1845 where 
he published his Reminiscences of Australia with Hints on the 
Squatter's Life (London 1846). 
This book contained much practical information on the conduct 
of a sheep and/or cattle station, but it attracted the ire of Dr. John 
Dunmore Lang because of its snobbish glorification of the squatters 
'who are generally aUowed to be the aristocracy of the colony'. Lang 
was also upset by the open admission of the killing of aborigines 
in the protection of Uves and livestock of the squatters and their 
shepherds." 
Before and after his marriage Arthur Hodgson made Etonvale a 
venue of hospitality. It was known as 'Arthur's Round Table' although 
there were no knights in the assemblage. Eliza Hodgson brought a 
degree of grace and elegance to the proceedings. 
Hodgson and Elliot were strict in their dealings with the aborigines, 
especially after the murder of John Hill, one of their head stockmen, 
in 1842. They did not allow the natives to frequent the station 
precincts, for fear of confrontations with loss of life as well as theft 
of property. Keeping the natives at arms length had been most 
successful in Hodgson's opinion.'^ 
The New South Wales Government Gazettes reveal that the 
Hodgson and Elliot partnership ended in 1845. Elliot was replaced 
by James Coutts Crawford who remained there until 1851. 
By 1848 Hodgson must have been feeling economically secure. The 
pastoral industry had largely recovered from the battering it had 
received during 1841-1843. Those who had survived found their 
finances greatly improved. Access to the northern Downs had been 
improved by the discovery of a new, better route over the Divide some 
miles north of Gorman's Gap and not far from the later ToU Bar 
route. Hodgson had been the prime mover in locating the new road, 
which then had been built as a co-operative effort by the squatters 
of the northern Downs. 
Finally an Order-in-Council issued on 7 October 1847 introduced 
leases of pastoral lands, with pre-emptive rights of purchase of 
homestead or selected areas. This gave the squatters much greater 
financial security. Under the pasturage licence system they had had 
occupancy from year to year with no guaranteed right of renewal or 
title to imorovements. 
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Hodgson visited England leaving Crawford as managing partner 
at Etonvale. With his wife and daughter (three sons had been born 
between 1844 and 1847 but aU had died in infancy) he sailed for 
England in the ship Walmer Castle early in 1848. While in England 
a son, Francis Henry Hodgson, was born on 23 November 1848 at 
the Rickmansworth vicarage; where Edward Hodgson was still the 
incumbent. In 1849 the Hodgsons returned to AustraUa in the ship 
Marchioness of Queensberry. Hodgson had the charge of Gilbert and 
Walter, the sons of W.S. Davidson, the Uncle of the LesUes. They 
were difficult charges, drinking too much and flirting with the Irish 
emigrant girls travelling steerage.'^ 
Like the rest of his neighbours on the DarUng Downs, Hodgson 
suffered from the shortage of labour foUowing the cessation of 
transportation. He led the agitation to bring about a resumption of 
transportation. There is little doubt that this was one of the objects 
of his visit to England in 1848. While appUcations for the shipment 
of 'exiles' (as they were then euphemistically called) were in accord 
with public opinion in 1848, by 1850 the majority of the population 
in the Australian colonies had become strongly oposed to 
transportation.'". 
While in the United Kingdom Hodgson deUvered a series of lectures 
on Emigration to the Australian Settlements at various centres, in 
his role as a member of the Committee of the Colonization Society. 
After his return to Australia Hodgson put considerable time into 
politicking for the renewal of transportation, or even the transfer of 
convicts from Van Diemen's Land. He also sought free settler 
immigrants. On the former question he advocated separation of the 
northern districts of Australia from New South Wales, the 
populations of Sydney and Melbourne being the stumbUng blocks 
as far as a resumption of transportation was concerned. He was a 
prime mover in the formation of the Northern Districts Associaton. 
At a meeting of the Association on 17 May 1851 Hodgson produced 
a letter in which Earl Grey, the Colonial Secretary of State, suggested 
that if the local (NSW) legislature proved obdurate, the district 
residents could apply for separation and so get the labour they 
needed.'^ 
As far as Hodgson's personal affairs were concerned Eliza bore 
another daughter, Emily, at Brisbane on 30 May 1850, foUowed by 
another son, Edward Dowling, on 22 August 1851 at Etonvale. 
In 1851 partnership with Crawford ended and in 1852 Gilbert 
Davidson became partner with Hodgson in Etonvale. This partnership 
was short lived and in 1852 Hodgson became the sole proprietor.'* 
A visitor to Australia in 1852-1853, the Rev. H. Berkeley Jones, 
recounts being hosted by Davidson at Etonvale. Hodgson was in 
Brisbane attending a meeting to petition for the separation of 
Moreton Bay from Sydney. Jones commented that, as the 
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Colonization Commissioners were sending free immigrants in 
numbers, Hodgson had largely withdrawn his advocacy of exile 
labour. However, he was supporting the cause for separation from 
Sydney in every way he could. 
Jones mentions a Mr. Watt (sic) who was an overseer at Etonvale. 
This was no doubt John Watts who was later to become Hogdson's 
partner. 
Davidson left Jones at Etonvale to meet a person from whom he 
was about to purchase a station. The person must have been George 
Leslie and the station Canning Downs.'^  
Hodgson remained in sole ownership of Etonvale untU 1860. In 
the meantime two more children were born; Eliza Pemberton 
Hodgson on 14 March 1853 and Arthur Stanley on 7 August 1854, 
both at Etonvale. 
ENTRY INTO POLITICS 
In 1854 Hodgson contested Stanley in the NSW Legislative 
Assembly against the redoubtable Dr. J.D. Lang. Lang won by a 
majority of nine, but because Drayton, outside the electoral boundary 
had been a polling place the election was declared void. At a fresh 
election there was a tie and the returning officer gave Hodgson his 
casting vote. On the petition of Lang Hodgson was unseated. At a 
further election Lang was returned by one vote. Hodgson took the 
matter no further. 
In 1855 Hodgson decided to visit England again. His feUow 
squatters gave him a farewell dinner. They clearly regarded their rights 
to hold their runs as paramount; and stated unequivocally that the 
Downs were useless for cultivation. It was a bold attempt to keep 
closer settlement for agricultural purposes at bay. 
The Rev. Edward Hodgson had died in 1853. Arthur and his family 
stayed with his mother who had retired to Brighton after her husband 
died. Here on 1 January 1856 Eliza bore another daughter, Charlotte 
Maria." 
Early in 1856 Hodgson was offered and accepted the post of 
superintendent of the Australian Agricultural Company and returned 
to Australia. He moved the headquarters from Stroud to Sydney with 
an office at Newcastle for the local management of the Company's 
coalmines. 
Hodgson realised that the Port Stephens Estate was unsuitable for 
wool growing and, after disposing of a number of the poorer sheep, 
moved the balance of the flocks to the Warrah and Peel Estates 
further north and further iiUand. He also transformed the Company's 
cattle raising activities. 
He also had success in coal production, but here he made one or 
two expensive inistakes. However, his term was successful and his 
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original three year appointment was extended for a further two years 
until 1861. This he accepted although latterly preoccupied with his 
own affairs, principaUy Etonvale. During his absence the property 
has been managed by John Watts who had been in his employ for 
some years. At length in 1860 he took Watts into partnership and 
this served to allay any unease he may have had. 
While he was employed by the AA Company, Hodgson lived with 
his family at 166 McLeay Street, Darlinghurst, Sydney. Here another 
son, Perceval Septimus, was born on 24 November 1858, the final 
child of the marriage. In 1858 Hodgson was elected to the New South 
Wales Assembly as member for Clarence and the Darling Downs, 
while in 1859 he represented the Newcastle electorate." 
Hodgson and his family paid yet another visit to England in the 
autumn of 1861, and resided at Drayton Hall, West Draj^on, 
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Middlesex. He had the post of Commissioner for the Colony of 
Queensland at the International Exhibition held at London in 1862. 
Arthur Stanley Hodgson, aged eight years, died of scarlet fever 
at Drayton Hall on 2 January 1863. His parents were so distressed 
that they left Drayton Hall and went abroad in Europe. While they 
were in Europe Hodgson's mother died at Brighton on 16 August 
1864. 
Francis, who had been enrolled at Eton in 1962, joined his parents 
in Rome for Christmas 1863 and 1864 and spent summer 1863 and 
1864 with them in Switzerland and the Austrian Tyrol. In 1865 when 
Hodgson returned to England he rented a furnished house, Eastwood 
Lodge, in Leamington Spa. 
Hodgson again acted as Commissioner for Queensland in an 
international exhibition, this time in Paris, in 1867. 
On 4 July 1867 Annie Frances Hodgson married the Honourable 
James Wilfred Hewitt, the heir of Viscount Lifford. Her uncle, Rev. 
Edward Franks Hodgson, Arthur's half brother, was the celebrant.•^° 
Hodgson with his wife, daughters Emily, Eliza (Tilly) and Charlotte 
and son Perceval sailed for Australia in December and went to 
Brisbane where they lived for close on the next two years. His partner 
retired from the Queensland parUament on 15 July 1867 and returned 
to England. Hodgson entered into a fresh partnership with Robert 
Ramsay, who had a parliamentary career lasting from 1867 to 1877. 
Despite the strong squatter representation on the parliament 
legislation was enacted to bring about closer settlement. A recession 
was experienced in 1866 but Etonvale survived because there had been 
a long period of occupancy at cheap rentals which cushioned the 
financial blows brought about by sterile capital expenditure on 
freeholding. 
The freeholding which closer settlement involved not only 
transformed the majority of stations from patriarchal seats to 
business enterprises managed by absentees but also destroyed the 
whole basis of the Pure Merino myth. Although some attempted to 
carry on a way of life which bore little relation to economic and social 
reaUty, the squatters could no longer 'pretend to be morally superior, 
incorruptible, local father figures, impartially guiding the destinies 
of the region'. 
After his arrival in Brisbane he became deeply involved in 
Queensland politics. In an election in September 1868 Hodgson stood 
successfully for the seat of Warrego. He supported R.R. Mackenzie's 
ministry and was immediately given the Public Works portfolio. His 
tenure of office was shortlived as Mackenzie's Ministry fell in 
November 1868. After a deal of in-fighting, LUley formed a ministry 
on 28 January 1869 and included Hodgson as his Colonial Secretary. 
Another squatter, James Taylor, was appointed Secretary for Lands. 
The great survivor, Arthur Macalister, was appointed to the Public 
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Works and Goldfields portfolio. This prompted a contemporary, 
WiUiam Henry Walsh, to write: 
there's Lilley, Stephens and Douglas pitted in most questions againt 
Taylor, Hodgson and Macalister and they are trying to carry on 
the give and take system. Taylor and Hodgson and their "man 
Friday" [Macalister] want greater facilities in purchasing large 
blocks of land and 21 year leases to squatters . . . these are hard 
nuts to crack for Stephens and Co. and even Macalister, but the 
set off is continuation of Cotton bonuses . . . redistribution of 
electorates . . . 
Hodgson considered LiUey was failing to perform, and, with 
Douglas, resigned in November 1869. Hodgson's resignation from 
the ministry was foUowed on 23 November by his resignation from 
the Assembly. He had evidently planned to leave Australia before 
his resignation was effected because Francis Hodgson joined his 
family in Naples during January 1870 and then remained with them 
in Rome until he returned to Cambridge University in February. 
LIFE AT CLOPTON HOUSE 
In June 1870 Arthur Hodgson took a three year lease of Clopton 
House (furnished) on the outskirts of Stratford-on-Avon. Clopton 
House had been the residence of noblemen and people who could 
be said to have filled the role of squire in the Stratford area, but 
latterly the occupants had not taken this role. With the occupancy 
of the Hodgsons the house became again the residence of 'the squire' 
who was to play such an important part in local affairs for the next 
30 years. '^ 
Within six months, Hodgson was exhibiting fruit and vegetables 
at an agricultural show. He was elected a member of the Stratford 
Board of Health, and president of the Young Men's Mutual 
Improvement Association of Stratford to which he delivered a lecture 
in the Town Hall on 'Self-made Men'. He was one of the stewards 
at the Ladies' Charity Ball held at the Court House, Warwick on 
5 January 1871.'' 
At the Annual General Meeting of the Warwickshire Reformatory 
Institutions, Hodgson spoke at some length expressing his regret that 
the British government had decided not to send any convicts to 
Western Australia. The isolation of that colony would effectively 
debar interference by the convicts with the population of other parts 
of the country. He was whipping a dead horse. 
During his stays in Australia Hodgson had become acquainted with 
John Donald McLean who had considerable pastoral and business 
interests in both New South Wales and Queensland, including 
Westbrook station. It was here on 16 December 1866 that he suffered 
a fatal riding accident. McLean had appointed four executors of his 
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will — his widow Mary Ann Elizabeth McLean, WUUam Beit a 
partner in some of his enterprises, John Pirie Roxburgh a Sydney 
soUcitor and Hodgson. Hodgson being absent from AustraUa probate 
of McLean's will was granted to the three first-named executors with 
leave being reserved for Hodgson to come in and prove at any time 
thereafter. This he did on 8 May 1868 during his final sojourn of 
any length in Australia. The estate administration was protracted. 
Mrs. McLean left Australia before it was completed. Beit went abroad 
in 1871 and died on his return voyage in 1872. Hodgson returned 
to Queensland in December 1972 but returned to England without 
acting or taking any part in the management of the estate. Then 
Roxburgh died on 30 January 1873. Hodgson as the sole remaining 
executor had to return to Australia in 1874 so executors accounts in 
the estate could be verified and passed by the Court. He signed 
documents for the estate in Sydney on 14 February 1874 and was in 
Queensland in May 1874." 
In between these visits, Hodgson had bought, on the death of 
owner Warde, Clopton House and estate in August 1873 for,^38,000. 
Apart from visits to Europe and Australia he lived at Clopton House 
for the rest of his life. 
Hodgson was fortunate, once Etonvale was firmly established, in 
his choice of managing partners: John Watts, his overseer for about 
ten years and then a partner from 1860 to 1867, and then Robert 
Ramsay, until 1893. However, Ramsay had a prolonged absence in 
Great Britain from 1874 to 1879 and finally retired to Canterbury 
in England in 1883 whUe retaining his partnership interest.'" On the 
spot management was, and had been for some years, carried on by 
Edward Dowling Hodgson and Francis Marmaduke Ramsay, sons 
of the partners. 
Edward Hodgson had entered the Royal Navy on 24 March 1865 
as a cadet aged 13. He remained in the service untU 3 September 1874 
when he retired with the rank of sub-lieutenant. At his own request 
he was put ashore at Sydney. It is obvious that he took his discharge 
in Australia so he could proceed to Etonvale to commence a career 
in station management.'^ 
Emily Hodgson who had accompanied her father to Australia 
returned with him to England in 1874. Shortly after, Emily married 
Cardross Grant in the parish chiu-ch of Stratford-on-Avon. Grant was 
a tea merchant in the China trade and he took Emily to reside in 
Swatow, China. There, on 13 November 1875, she gave birth to a 
son Arthur Cardross Grant. Unhappily, she succumbed to scarlet 
fever on 9 December following.'* 
Hodgson was again Queensland Commissioner at an international 
exhibition — this time at Vienna in 1874. In 1878 he filled this role 
again at the Paris exhibition. In this year he was appointed CMG 
for his services and received his award from the hands of the Prince 
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Clopton House 1897 Shakespeare Birthplace Trust 
of Wales. He was already a justice of the peace and deputy lieutenant 
for the County of Warwick. In 1881 he was appointed High Sheriff 
of the County. 
In 1883 Hodgson was elected Mayor of Stratford-on-Avon and held 
this office until 1888. AUhough he failed to be elected for 1888, the 
borough council unanimously apppointed him Mayor for a further 
year in view of his many services to the borough during his tenure 
of office. He had been responsible for important improvements in 
public services and Shakespearean monuments of note had been 
added to the town. 
In 1884 Hodgson presented to the borough a new mayoral chain 
of office. This replaced the original chain lost in May 1661 when 
Mayor Payne was in a boat on the Avon taking part in Swan Upping 
Sunday ceremonies. The boat capsized and the chain was never 
recovered.'^ 
In 1886 Hodgson was Queensland Commissioner for the Colonial 
and Indian exhibition held in London. On 19 May 1886 Hodgson 
attended at Marlborough House to dine with the Prince of Wales. 
A month later he was promoted to KCMG for services rendered in 
connection with the recent exhibition. On 2 August Sir Arthur 
proceeded to the royal residence at Osborne to be invested.by the 
Queen.'* 
As regards the other members of the family, Francis Henry 
Hodgson had been ordained priest in the Church of England in 
September 1874. In that capacity he had officiated at the wedding 
of his sister Charlotte Maria on 20 April 1876 at Holy Trinity church. 
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Stratford-on-Avon to the Rev. John Kendall Rashleigh, vicar of 
Luxulyon and son of Sir Colman Rashleigh, Bart, of Prideaux, 
CornwaU." Francis, himself, was married on 7 July 1881 to Mary 
Horsman Solly, second daughter of William Hammond SoUy of 
Bedmond, a hamlet of Abbots Langley. She bore him four children 
but died on 8 December 1888 from heart trouble brought on by 
rheumatic fever from which she had suffered earlier in life.'" 
In 1896 Hodgson's connection with the corporation was renewed 
when he was appointed High Steward of the borough on the death 
of Earl Delaware whose family had held the position for upwards 
of 200 years. Sir Arthur presented the borough with his portrait, by 
H.J. Thaddeus, which stiU hangs in the Town HaU.^' 
Sir Arthur made his last trip to AustraUa in 1889, his first for 15 
years. As usual, overlanding to Brindisi,,he joined the P & O steamer 
Victoria and landed in Sydney on 7 April. He wrote up this visit at 
some length. He compared his travel from Sydney to Cambooya where 
the railway line to Brisbane bisects Etonvale with travel of 50 years 
previously, when it had to be done by steamer and horseback. The 
railway station lay three miles from the homestead where he found 
a new house 'built and fashioned by the fair hands of an English 
lady, within and without'. This was Charlotte Catharine (nee 
Constable) whom Edward Hodgson had married earlier in the decade. 
Sir Arthur refers to Edward as 'the manager of this valuable property 
— to the entire satisfaction of my partner and myself." 
Edward and his wife visited England in 1892 and in the following 
year the long and successful partnership of Hodgson and Ramsay 
was terminated and Etonvale was divided. The Ramsays took that 
portion west of the railway line and named it Harrow. The Hodgsons 
retained the area to the east of the railway line and with it the name 
Etonvale." 
The Pastoral Lease for the Etonvale run had been renewed for five 
years on 1 January 1866. Situated in the Darling Downs Land 
Commissioner's District, it had a gross area of 105 square miles and 
the annual rental was^283.6.8. The area did not include 9 square 
miles for the Cambooya Reserve and 87 portions of 33,004 acres 
freeholded under pre-emption rights. Although subject to closer 
settlement conditions and resumptions Hodgson and Ramsay, over 
the next two decades by judicious pre-emptive purchases and 
exchanges of agricultural land for grazing land, had consolidated 
Etonvale into a compact although smaUer area.'" 
The cause for division is hard to ascertain. There cannot have been 
any violent rupture, for Marmaduke Francis Ramsay was appointed 
an executor of Sir Arthur's wiU in 1898. 
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THE FINAL YEARS 
In May 1895 the Prince of Wales was staying at Warwick Castle 
and on 18 May came by carriage from Warwick on a visit to Stratford-
on-Avon, largely at the behest of Sir Arthur. After viewing the places 
of interest, the royal party was entertained to tea at Clopton by Sir 
Arthur and Lady Hodgson." 
That very day Hodgson received a telegram that Edward was 
dangerously ill at Etonvale after being thrown from a buggy. Help 
was requested. Sir Arthur sent his youngest son Perceval. Perceval 
had married Florence Blackett of Thorpe Lea, Egham, on 20 July 
1883. She had died on 13 February 1886 after bearing a child who 
did not survive. Perceval had not remarried and had carried on 
business as a vinegar manufacturer at Frome in Somerset. He left 
England on 7 June 1895. He was not in the best of health and 
contracted pneumonia. Desperately iU, he was put ashore at Malta 
on 15 June and died there on 20 June. Catherine Hodgson was able 
to bring Edward back to England with their two children in the 
autumn of 1895. Sir Arthur and Lady Hodgson were abroad when 
they arrived at Clopton. 
On 6 June 1896 Edward died at Clopton of a then incurable 
complaint which unfortunately he had transmitted to his wife, who 
died on 8 December 1898 and his son, who died at the age of 6 on 
5 January 1901. The elder child, a daughter, escaped the disease.'* 
Disheartened by the loss of two sons within a year. Sir Arthur for 
a while contemplated selling Clopton and departing from Stratford. 
However, he decided to remain. 
On 3 June 1896 Francis Hodgson had married again. His bride 
was the Honourable Elizabeth Odeyne de Grey, sister of Lord 
Walsingham. On 3 August 1897 the only chUd of this marriage. Avis 
Odeyne, was born." 
In 1898 Sir Arthur was appointed Honorary Colonel of the Second 
Volunteer Battalion of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment. This was 
the last appointment of prominence conferred on him.'^ 
Then, in 1902, Lady Hodgson became ill. Sir Arthur took her to 
Bournemouth to recuperate and while there, on 30 March, they 
celebrated their diamond wedding anniversary. They returned to 
Clopton on 5 April. On 17 April at Clopton, Eliza had a stroke and 
remained in a semi-coma until she died on 2 May, aged 80 years. 
Sir Arthur went abroad in June but had lost his zest for life. In 
July he and Miss Eliza (Tilly) Hodgson sent their friends a memorial 
brochure about the life of the deceased.'' In October his vigour 
noticeably diminished and attendance at the Mayoral procession to 
the parish church in November was his last public act. He died on 
24 December 1902, aged 84 years. His funeral was held on 30 
December with full military honours and was attended by a large 
concourse of people."" 
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Sir Arthur Hodgson, ca 1900 John Oxley Library 
Hodgson left a substantial estate. After adequate provision for his 
unmarried daughter, Eliza Pemberton Hodgson (who died in Rome 
on 22 June 1926), sizeable legacies to his daughters Vicountess Lifford 
and Mrs. Rashleigh, and a number of minor legacies, the bulk of 
his estate went to his sole surviving son, the Rev. Francis Henry 
Hodgson."' 
Etonvale was sold to a syndicate in October 1903 who in turn sold 
it in farm selections over a period of time. 
When Sir George Bowen met the Downs squatters for the first time 
he described them as centaurs. In the Greek mythology the centaurs 
(half horse, half man) guarded flocks of sheep. Hodgson certainly 
was a first class horseman, which explains the title of this paper. He 
never denied he had come to Australia to make his fortune and 
regarded his sojourns in Australia as absences from England 
compelled by the necessity to achieve that fortune. 
In his lecture on 'Australia Revisited 1874-1889' he had this to say, 
perhaps in the nature of an apologia: 
Severe remarks are occasionally made upon colonial absentees, and 
that they are not justified in returning to England to enjoy the fruits 
of their labours; but I must remark that so long as some members 
of the family reside in the colonies and others in England a very 
natural connection is kept up, cementing the unity which we trust 
will always exist between England and her colonies. 
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Stephen H. Roberts referred to Hodgson as a cultured dilettante."' 
He was too successful to be dismissed in such a summary fashion. 
Nevertheless he was fond of lecturing on topical and/or learned 
subjects, especially after his return to England in 1870. His 
'Shakespearean Jottings' deserve respect for the depth of research 
and thought they reveal. 
His early struggles to keep Etonvale alive did much to set his 
character and ideas into rigid moulds. As a result he was not very 
flexible and clung to outmoded ideas and methods. That he had 
leadership qualities is obvious. He was ambitious and this, combined 
with his unbending uprightness brought him rewards in the shape 
of offices which were offered to and undertaken by him. His wealth 
enabled him to hold those offices with becoming ease and dignity. 
He did not live to enjoy the long golden Edwardian afternoon of 
the British Empire, but he lived to the full every minute of the high 
noon of its Victorian heyday. 
GLOSSARY 
Eton and Cambridge University terminology. 
Oppidan — from the Latin oppidum, a town: at Eton College, a 
student not on the foundation (College) who boards in the town 
or at one of the assistant masters' houses. 
Colleger — one residing within the college. 
Pensioner — Cambridge — undergraduate who is not a scholar or 
a sizar but pays his own commons etc. (= Commoner at 
Oxford). 
Commons — Oxford and Cambridge — definite protion of food 
supplied at a fixed charge. 
Sizar — Student at Cambridge paying reduced fees and formerly 
charged with the performance of certain menial offices. 
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